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_________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church! Thank you for your generous
expression of gratitude for the work of the staff of BSLC—the expression of
encouragement means so much. Thanks to all who contributed to the
congregational gifts, and those of you who shared personal notes in the holiday
season. And thank you more specifically from me, Pastor Jean. It is a privilege
and blessings to serve alongside you!
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Pastor Ponderings at the New Year

In many ways, the stream of days right now is no different than any other time of year, yet it
always seems that the transition from December into January, with its conceptual change marked
with a differently numbered year, to be a pivot point. Each new year, time seems pregnant with
renewed potential and new possibilities–a restart point where regrets of the last year might be
fixed and unrealized dreams have another chance of fruition. As with any “new beginning”,
however, there is also a sense of leaving behind, sometimes also bringing the anxiety associated
with moving nearer to other transitions. New year contemplations can be complicated! (this was
written before the further complication of an 84% increase in positive COVID-19 tests over only
one week, more people “closer into” our circles being among them, resulting in canceled
plans…).
As we move into the dawning year as a congregation, there is a related mixed sense of both
potential/possibility and anxiety about what else we will be expected to adapt to. For some
reason planning forward in this time of COVID fluctuations makes me feel as I imagine the
“push me pull me” creature from a long ago movie Dr Doolittle, might have felt. It sure has felt
next to impossible for us to make significant, sustainable progress in reestablishing rhythms of
our congregational life.
There is understandable nostalgia about what “used to be” and people still deeply missed,
especially for some of this congregation’s longer time members, and with that can come no
small measure of discomfort about what it will mean to live into whatever future-leaning plans
God will reveal to this congregation. Even those folk who express excitement and anticipation
for what this coming year will call us into as we become more adept at living with COVID’s
realities rather than waiting for to be beyond it, will no doubt at times feel a bit of discomfort
or unanticipated internal resistance as we move into God’s future for us. Don’t be alarmed!
That’s a natural response to uncertainty and the unknown coming upon us.

So I want to share a symbol and concept from the Akan people of Ghana, one that expresses to
me what we as the church are also to do. Perhaps you are already familiar with the Sankofa Bird?
From what I have heard and read, Sankofa, whether symbolized by a stylized
heart or a bird with its head turned back to grasp a precious egg from its back,
while its feet are planted facing forward, is about importance of retrieving from
the past what is essential to our being, in order to shape and guide our plans
into the future, mindful that in this we are also planting seeds for future
generations.
From the University of Illinois Springfield, Department. African-American Studies page:
“‘Sankofa’ teaches us that we must go back to our roots in order to move forward. That is, we
should reach back and gather the best of what our past has to teach us, so that we can achieve
our full potential as we move forward.” And especially relevant to African-American people
whose ancestors were stolen and enslaved, to remember that: “Whatever we have lost,
forgotten, forgone, or been stripped of can be reclaimed, revived, preserved, and perpetuated.”
I do not intend to appropriate this concept and symbol nor mean disrespect, so share them
cautiously. They communicate to me important principles we as Church do well, also, to follow.
God worked through us–this congregation, God’s people–in the past. God continues to work
through us in this present time, and has plans for this community of faith stretching into the
future. As with all life across its seasons, we have core beliefs and practices we are to carry into
that future, but also practices and ideas that have served their purpose and must be left
behind.
As a church identifying its beginnings in a reformation, it is in our DNA that we seek ongoing
re-formation over the course of our existence. We do not seek change with change itself as our
goal, nor in rejection of all we have been or held dear, but learned from that past how we can
be distracted or led away from what is core to our relationship with God and each other, for our
living faith. So with intention we look to our past at times, to identify or rediscover what it is
that is essential to who we are as Church and how we are to live out our faith–these are the
precious egg we reach back for to take with us into the future God has before us. And we can
expect that in the process we will also discover that some things we have valued, things we
have for a time experienced as desirable or enjoyable, have lost their import, and in reality are
unessential to our living out God’s mission so must be left go, left behind.
New year transitioning reminds us that vital life is marked by shifting cycles with changing
rhythms. What doesn’t change is God Creator accompanying us, leading us by Spirit to live lives
reflective of Jesus’ witness. We can hold confidently to hope through our Christ and the Light
which darkness does not overcome. As a podcast speaker I recently heard said, “Hope is an
anchor placed in the future.” Jesus is our hope, and he is pulling us forward into new
experiences of being God’s people. What learnings and core values are we meant to bring
forward to inform our planning and in time, pass on to those yet to come?
I continue to be grateful to be on this journey with you, Pastor Jean
(pastorjean@beautifulsaviorlutheran.com)
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________________________________________________

From Evan Snyder,
Interim Director of Youth and Family Ministry
I can’t believe 2022 is finally here. It has been such a blessing
working with the youth of Beautiful Savior for the last five
months. 2021 was a year of transitions. Learning how to
transition back into what was normal before the pandemic. It
was also a transition for the Youth with a new youth director. But transitions rarely happen all at once.
Sometimes they are slow processes. And never easy. It is important to find patience and grace during
these unstable times. Only together will we be able to prepare for what is to come.
I am looking forward to planning fun activities and growing in God’s love and grace with the Middle
School and High School Youth this coming year. The ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis this summer
will be sure to be a memorable experience for all who attend. This event is held every three years in a
different city in the US, and is an opportunity for 8th – 12th graders to gather for worship, play, service,
and grow in relationships with each other and with God. This year’s theme is “Boundless: God Beyond
Measure”. Our 114 Envelope Challenge is still an opportunity for you to give to this “memory making”
event. See the display in the narthex.
Thank you again for your continued support of the Youth!
________________________________________________________

New Church Council Officers Elected - Dec. 9
We welcome as BSLC’s new Church Council Officers for 2022:
President - Nancy Kingston
Vice-President - Helene Pihl
Treasurer - Chad Hertel
Secretary - Pending. (Will be decided at the January Council Retreat)
We’d like to give our sincere gratitude to the outgoing officers for 2021:
President - Ann Giles Vice-President - Heide Maize Secretary - Karen Cleveland Treasurer - Laura Snyder
Our Council will be gathering for a retreat on Saturday, January 8th to plan for the year ahead. We will
officially install the new council into office on Sunday, January 9th. Many thanks to all who served in
2021 and many thanks to all who are serving on council in the coming year!
________________________________________________________

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Sundays-- 9 & 11 Worship
10:10 Faith Formation--children
12:00 HS Youth Group
3:00 Antiracism Study Group
5:00 Confirmation Class
Wednesdays--10:30 Bible study via zoom
4:30 Children’s Choir 5:30 Bell Choir & 6:30 Adult Choir
Thursdays--10:00 Bible study in person
________________________________________

Holy Communion Practices: Updates
With an Omicron upsurge underway, individually sealed sets are
on order (WITH gluten free wafers and wine) but predicted delays mean we will not be able to shift
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until later in January. Unless circumstances indicate otherwise, we plan to continue with in person
worship as an option, as well as livestreaming the 11:00 worship service. When in the building we ask
that you wear your mask at all times and that you self regulate distancing (still
recommended to be 6 feet apart).
At least for now, we will continue to offer two ways to participate in Holy
Communion in person. Until we run out, we have individually packaged grape
juice and wafers for those who wish to use them – you may pick up a set as
you move into the sanctuary. For those who wish to continue coming
forward, we will have both gluten free and regular bread, as well as wine or
grape juice to pour into individual cups. Please wait to partake of communion until you are back in your
seat. The used cups may be placed on a strategically placed tray or bowl as you leave the sanctuary.
Note – You may choose to bring your own elements to in person worship, or choose to re-engage
online worship if you have been participating in person if conditions make you too uncomfortable to be
present with others. We understand!
If infection rates increase dramatically as is a possibility being predicted, we will make further adjustments
to our plan–possibly moving to pre packaged bread only (no wine or grape juice) or returning to online
only worship if recommended by our bishop or governor. We will do what we can to provide the most
protected options we have capacity to provide. We ask that you bear with us. Please do not hesitate to
share your questions or ideas with Pastor Jean pastorjean@beautifulsaviorlutheran.com.
__________________________________

All Congregational Faith Formation:
Sunday, January 9
between worship service (approx. 10:10 AM)
This months topic: Hunger Discussion and Activity Part II
For more information, contact Karen C.
________________________________________

What I learned/tried during the pandemic….
Remember the days when it was standard to write a “what i did over the
summer” essay in school? Are students still asked to do that with our more
challenging life circumstances? During the times of enforced isolation/limited
gathering that have marked these last almost two years, some of you taught
yourselves how to do new things or tried novel activities. Were you one of
those who experimented in working with sourdough? Learned to knit, cross
stitch, crochet, or some other artistry/craft? Did you
become skilled on some new gaming platform, write your
first novel, or followed a new career path? ….
When we gather in March for our All Congregation Faith Formation Event
between services (it’ll be near the two year anniversary of COVID-19’s
major impact on our lives), we encourage you to come ready to share your
learnings; perhaps bringing along some tangible things to share in show
and tell! Alternately, stories about how we passed time can be told around
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tables. If a couple of folk have something that to demonstrate or teach (like just how DO you
create starter?), please let Pastor Jean or Karen Cl. know that so plans may be made
accordingly. Let’s see how we have not only survived these often challenging times, but grew in
our capabilities! The date is March 6. It’s not too early to start planning what you will share!
__________________________________

A BSLC Peace and Justice Ministry Presentation:
“Education is light for humanity.” -Kharoti
Dr. Kharoti on Afghanistan Crisis
Thursday, January 20, 2022 online at 6:15
Dr. Mohammad Kharoti speaks on his experience in
Afghanistan during and after the US withdrawal,
June-October 2021. He will also update us on our support
of Green Village Schools and his part in education efforts
for both boys and girls.
A Q&A opportunity will follow.
Green Village Schools is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. All
contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. GVS does not trade or sell its donor lists:
https://www.greenvillageschools.ngo/donate Be on the look-out for reminder and active link in BSLC e-blast.
________________________________________

From The Green Team:
Toss that food waste into the Waste Connection green organic bin and you’ll realize
a major decrease in your garbage that goes to the Landfill. And it decreases the
problem of food waste emitting methane, “a greenhouse gas more potent and
damaging in the short-term than carbon emissions from fossil fuels,” as stated in an
article in the Dec. 12th Columbian.
To keep it simple, use special food waste compost containers on your countertop or
a Tupperware type sealed container. Either can be stored in the frig to save counter space and deter
possible odor. When full, empty it to your organic bin. It’s just a different bin from your garbage so no
extra effort really needed. Before you know it, it will become second nature and the benefits are
tremendous! Bins are available as an option service for a nominal fee and will be delivered to you by
contacting Waste Connections at https://wcnorthwest.com/contact-us or by calling 855-569-2719.
A Green Activity from the Green Team: This year's MLK Day of Service is Monday, January 17. If you
feel like getting outdoors and helping the environment, consider planting trees. The Lower Columbia
Estuary Partnership is sponsoring two tree-planting events for MLK day: one at Burnt Bridge Creek and
one at Steigerwald National Wildlife Refuge. Your efforts will help restore native habitat and improve
water quality. Advance registration is required. See estuarypartnership.org.
________________________________________________________

BSLC Winter Shelter The Winter Shelter at BSLC is continuing to
shelter guests (and occasionally a puppy dog or two!). As we head
into the cold of winter the need for a warm nutritious meal and a
warm place to rest at night becomes even more critical. In Clark
County alone, 24 people died from illness or conditions directly
related to homelessness so far in 2021. Our shelter at BSLC lessens
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the likelihood of additional deaths for those on the street. We have plenty of opportunities for you to
volunteer your time! You can greet our guests with a warm welcome and serve them dinner; you can
create a hot, well-balanced and nutritious meal for up to 15 guests, or you can help in the morning by
serving breakfast and cleaning up. We are so grateful for your continued support of this caring ministry.
January's calendar is up on the Sign-Up Genius now. Check out the Sign-Up Genius to find meals dates
needed and volunteer shifts available: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0849A4A623A2FC1-bslc2
Shelter will be open every Sunday, Monday and Tuesday night through mid-March and there are many
slots to fill. If you are new to the experience, contact Cheryl Pfaff, pfaffcd@comcast.net. I am happy to
talk with you and pair you with an experienced volunteer. Thank you again! Cheryl Pfaff & The Social Ministry
Committee
________________________________________

Greetings from Lutheran Community Services Northwest!
Our refugee resettlement efforts have taken off and the
needs of the approximately 50 people we have welcomed
to Vancouver so far has nearly swamped our boat. We've
had a family of 11, a family of 8, a family of 6 and so on.
Our arrivals include multiple pregnant mums, one high risk,
and children of all ages. We are so grateful for the amazing
support from our Lutheran congregations. You have offered
time as well as needed financial support. THANK YOU! It is
making all the difference.
Housing remains our biggest deficit. We are searching for
volunteers who will form a housing committee to
systematically contact landlords in the Vancouver area to
persuade them to consider renting to a refugee family. If
you feel you might have the time and savvy to help with
that, we sure could use you! Please email me at eluchini@lcsnw.org if you can help.
Thank you, Eva Luchini
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT MANAGER, LCSNW

P.S. There is strong interest at BSLC, in finding like-minded folk to form a welcome and support team to
work with a family, perhaps partnering with Immanuel to energy those partnering. We would need
to commit to accompany the family through ongoing contact and support as the families make the
demanding transition into a new and unfamiliar culture. Shared by a team, the demand will be
more manageable.
P.P.S. An idea friends of BSLC have shared: pressure cookers are a staple kitchen
appliance for many Afghan families, so one way to assist the families’ relocation
is to contribute high quality pressure cookers so each family has one. (It’s
probably best to double check whether there is still that particular need before
doing so, however.)
An excerpt from Cosette & Ted in a letter to friends and family:
“…Each family uses a pressure cooker to prepare their traditional cuisine.
Another virtue of their cooking style is that it prevents a concern the families
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have about odors of unfamiliar foods and spices potentially offending their neighbors. For planning
for the families' needs on arrival, the multi-lingual case managers at LCS-NW had put pressure
cookers high on a list that included so many things that the families were forced to leave behind
during the Taliban's lightning coup.”
____________________________________________________

Red Cross Blood Draw Update: And … the results are in!
The December 3rd Red Cross Blood Drive started off with our biggest
sign-up yet -- 41 donors were scheduled! Unfortunately, a last-minute
shortage of Red Cross staff meant 10 appointments had to be canceled.
That said, with a revised goal of 28 units, we saw 28 donors through the
door, and a fantastic 30 units collected!! You may ask, how did we net 2
more units than donors?? Well, for the first time at one of our Blood
Drives (at least since I've been around) the Red Cross set up a station for
"Power Red" donors . Certain donors are eligible to go through a slightly
longer process that nets a concentrated number of red blood cells, and that is especially useful for trauma
and transfusion situations and infant care. (more information can be found at:
https://www.redcrossblood.org/donate-blood/how-to-donate/types-of-blood-donations).

A very special THANK YOU to our volunteers who help make this happen each quarter, and our
congregation for supporting these life-saving efforts.
QUESTIONS about donating blood? THINKING about it but not sure yet? Over the age of 16? Check out
redcrossblood.org or contact Sue Nolan. First-time donors are welcome, and treated with TLC!
Next blood drive at Beautiful Savior is Friday, March 4th, 2022.
_________________________________________________

It's time for a new Photo Directory!
Our directory is out of date and it's time for a new one. The Church
Council is looking for a team to work together on this project.
Interested? Please let the church office know. Thank you in advance!
_________________________________________________

BIBLE & BOOK STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
Wednesday Morning Bible Study with Pastor Jean meets via Zoom at 10:30 AM. Current focus:
moving on in Genesis. Receive a Zoom link from Pastor Jean pastorjean@beautifulsaviorlutheran.com
Thursday Gather Bible Study meets in person at BSLC, 10:00 AM. For more information contact
Nancy K. (contact information available through the church office).

The Anti Racism Zoom Study Group (pausing in December to prepare for our next study)
For over a year members of BSLC have been meeting over zoom to discuss books related to racial and
social justice. This group is open to members and friends of our church and people
come and go as their schedules allow. It has been a fruitful way for us to wrestle with
our values as people of faith and to work towards greater justice in our nation. We
would welcome you into the discussion!
Our next book will be Jesus and John Wayne: How White Evangelicals Corrupted a Faith
and Fractured a Nation. We chose this book because we want to understand more
about the history of white evangelical Christians as it informs our current political and
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social environment. If you would like this book ordered from Vintage Books (a local business) please let
Sonja Vegdahl know by December 6. The cost is $18.95 plus tax.
Book discussions are held on Sundays from 3 - 4pm and we will have our first zoom discussion on
January 9. If you are interested in joining the discussion, but aren’t yet on the email list to receive the
zoom link, contact pastorjean@beautifulsaviorlutheran.com.
__________________________________________________

Fall Forum Experiment Learnings for about six weeks between worship services, Pastor Jean
and several others enjoyed conversation about what is essential to Lutheran Christians (ELCA
Lutherans, mostly), As much of a delight as that time was for PJ, she discovered that doing so
within the short time between services is not a best practice for her–especially with an ongoing
need to to use that same timeframe to identify and share plans with potential worship
partners, if there are to be any.
You are encouraged to facilitate study series or faith conversation around topics that interest
you within that open window of time between worship services. PJ would be happy to provide
resourcing support! Getting involved in these conversations is a great way to continue your
own faith formation and provides a precious opportunity to grow relationships with others you
may only otherwise know by face (or now–eyes above a mask).
__________________________________
Worship Planning into 2022 Thinking forward about possible “enhanced worship”
opportunities that might be offered over 2022 (i.e., an Easter Vigil, Advent Wednesdays with
Holden Evening Prayer, Longest Night/Blue Christmas), the Worship and Music Committee
requests your input. While these worship opportunities may be very meaningful to particular
individuals (i.e. Pastor Jean), if they are not valued by a wider portion of the congregation, then
in probability those opportunities are not meant to be. So–how do enhanced worship
opportunities feed your experience of God? Which do you value and wish to participate in? Let
PJ know, please, so the year’s worship plan reflects what is important to the congregation.
Thanks! pastorjean@beautifulsaviorlutheran.com
__________________________________

“WORDSMITHING”

with Kathe Yokers
As Americans we live in what we claim to be a democracy, meaning everyone has a right to vote and we
abide by the rule of law as determined by the will of the people. Historically, the states fought to
become a nation as we fought off dominion by an earthly King, embracing what we
called a democracy. Imperfect as it has proven to be, still we hold it as the ideal we
work toward.
But as Christians we claim to live in the Kingdom of God, where God rules over all
and we look to God for guidance and try to gladly obey. The dictionary defines God’s
Kingdom as “the spiritual dominion of God.” This month, I invite you to think about
the words “kingdom” and “kin-dom”.
Jesus taught his disciples to pray, and we know those words as what we call “The Lord’s Prayer.” But
this prayer came to us from the King James translators (who, by the way, intentionally mistranslated
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other parts of the scripture so that King James should never be questioned regarding his decisions or
his life.) Anyway, we pray “thy kingdom come”, or “your kingdom come”, by which we mean we are
asking for God’s reign to come upon us and within us by what we say and do. Which is what we
believe. But I have trouble, however, with the word “kingdom” because it comes freighted with
meaning from history.
It is interesting what, throughout history, the church has done to the word “Kingdom”. As the church
expanded into Rome and confronted the despotic rulers there, Christians struggled to remain faithful to
the Christian God they had come to know and believe in. But the trappings of royalty were enticing
and over the centuries as Rome became the Christian center of the world, its leaders adopted much of
what was seen in the kingdoms of other powerful nations. Grandeur in the buildings and pageantry
became more and more elaborate. Ultimately, layers of status were shown in the garments of the
church leaders.
A hierarchy developed (a pyramid system) with the Pope at the top, honored as the Christ
representative for his time, followed by the Cardinals and Bishops, Priests and Nuns, followed by
laymen and then lay women and children.
Considering all that, I prefer to intentionally use the word “kin-dom” in place of the freighted word
“kingdom”. I was challenged to try this word change by a Lutheran pastor about forty years ago, and
have found that it expresses the holiness of the Kingship of God with an intentional affirmation of the
equality and importance of all believers, no matter their age, position or gender.
I invite you to try using this word, “kin-dom,” when you pray Jesus’ Prayer, and think about all those
“others” who are so easily left out when we humans consider who is important in our world. Blessings
to us all as we move into 2022.
_________________________________________________

Changing to a New More Flexible Giving Platform: Easy Tithe
We have exciting news! We have rebuilt the website (www.bslcwa.org) and have a
new more versatile and user-friendly giving platform. We think you will agree that it
is easier to use. It is also more flexible for one-time contributions to special projects.
A transition process is outlined below for those giving through Simply Giving, the
platform we have used for a number of years. The process to transition to the new
platform involves 1) removing your contribution amount from the simply giving site
(also called VANCO) and 2) signing up with “Easy Tithe”, our new giving platform. We
have a team of people willing to assist you with this process, if needed.

To Remove Simply Giving Contribution:
Step 1
Step 2
Step 3

Open Beautiful Savior’s website, Beautifulsaviorlutheran.com, click on “online giving”.
Log in to the site. There is a link you can use if you have forgotten your password or email
address used for the site.
· Under scheduled transactions: make sure all categories are at “0”. You don’t have to do
anything else at this time.
· If you want to delete your banking information, you can do that under the “edit account”
tab. Your transaction history will still be there even if you delete your banking information.

To Sign-up with “Easy Tithe”
Step 1

Go to our new website www.bslcwa.org and click on “Give” or click this link GIVE.
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Step 2
Step 3

You may create an account, but it is not necessary. An account will make managing your
giving amount easier.
Enter payment information. We recommend using an ACH from your bank account. Credit
card information can change. You will need the routing and account number for this
process.

The flexibility of this site will accommodate credit cards and other online pay options as well. We are
pleased that we can easily add and delete special projects as needed. Help sessions are available as
needed. Thank you for your continued faithful giving, Ann G, Sue C and Landon S
________________________________

BSLC COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
December 9th, 2021
AGENDA/NEW BUSINESS • Boy Scouts of America Lawsuit Update – Ann – our synod attorney
recommends that we vote to approve the settlement – Ann will do the paperwork online. All approved.
Note: we do not have any claims on this lawsuit. • Space Rental Update on group request to use
sanctuary Sundays 1-5pm – see Pastor’s report for more information on this. • Giving Platform Update
– new website is live with both giving platforms. Check it out at bslcwa.org. Sue & Ann met to review a
list of those who have been using the old platform and will be sending them a letter on how to move to
the new platform.
LEADs Report, Karen–our team will be meeting on Saturday 12/13–Karen will give an update at the retreat.
HR Proposal/Update – Nancy – we have found a Tech Person! Motion to approve them starting in
January at $19/hour. 1st. Ray, 2nd Tom – motion approved. • Sewer Proposal – see attached. Motion to
approve the proposal. 1st. Nancy, 2nd – Ray – motion approved. • Mexico Mission Software Program –
Our guests presented a proposal that would be a fundraising site for the Mexico Mission (see attached).
It is requested that they be able to have the church’s bank account for the funds to be deposited to
(since we are non-profit). Discussion as to whether it should go into a sub-account and not our main
bank account for security reasons. The Mexico Mission team will meet with the Finance Committee for
further discussion on how to proceed.
ELECTION OF NEW COUNCIL OFFICERS: Accepted nominations are as follows: President – Nancy
Kingston, Vice President – Helene Phil, Treasurer – Chad Hertel. Secretary – position open and we will
address this at our retreat in January. Motion made to accept the ballot as presented. 1st Bill, 2nd
Stacey – motion passed. Congratulations new officers!
OPEN BUSINESS • Youth Director/Faith Formation Job Update – no leads yet • Committee
Restart/Restructuring Update – add to retreat agenda • Congregation LEAD Update – Karen- team will
be meeting this coming weekend and will do a report at our Retreat in January. • Affordable Housing
Partnership with St. Andrews – Information gathering this time • Photo Directory – need task force for
this – Karen will get this in e-blast & newsletter. • Pastor asked for approval of a designated amount of
her compensation as housing allowance for 2022 – does not impact our budget. Motion approved. •
Council Retreat – Jan. 8th – Nancy/Pastor have been working on plans. Helene offered to be in charge
of planning the food. Bring your own place setting. Watch for more information.
MEETING ADJOURNED: 8:30pm REMINDERS: Next Council Meeting/Retreat – SATURDAY, January 8th –
9:30 – 2:30; – transition of old & new council members, installation of Council, Jan. 9th – 11am service
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